
                 English Testing 2010
testy: easily annoyed and impatient (Macmillan)

If you describe someone as testy, you mean that they easily become impatient or angry. (Collins Cobuild)

My memory of AWFUL tests

1. Elementary school

2. Junior high school

3. Senior high school

4. Why can’t I swim and type?

Because my teachers were too lenient (or because I was simply incompetent)
5. Poblematic tests: stress, composition topics (1981), A Taxi Ride, The National Flag and I, home & house), translation, and cloze in JCEE. 

No writing is required in JHEE.

Teach to the test.

Two biggest wrong policies:

1. JCEE never tests LC (finally wake up now!)
2. Testing is never a required course in teachers’ training programs.

Types of tests:

1. achievement test

2. proficiency test

3. placement test

4. aptitude test

Four desirable qualities of tests:

1. validity

2. reliability

3. practicality  (authenticity)

4. beneficial washback (backwash): the favorable effects tests have on teaching and learning  Ex: Cloze in JCEE, 8 function words and  2 content words.

Discrete point vs. integrative (dictation)
Ex. TOEFL IBT, GMAT, & GRE (grammar test vs. composition TWE, AWA)

TOEFL

1. PBT (3 hours)  CBT (3.5 hours)  IBT (4.5 hours) 2005

2. Changes: RC 60-100 minutes, LC 60-90 minutes, 10-minute break TSE 20 minutes, TWE 50 minutes

LC: No single sentences, no short dialogues; testees can take notes, 2 conversations, 4 lectures (30 points).

 No grammar section.

 RC: No voc section, longer articles in RC; paraphrase, insert, summarize, and chart in RC; 5 passages, about 700 words for each passage (30 points)

 1986 TWE (chart, issue) (30 points)

3. TSE: 6 sections, 20 minutes (30 points)

Independent: 15 seconds preparation, 45 seconds speaking

Personal experience

Ex: Choose a place you go to often that is important to you and explain why it is important. Please include specific details in your explanation.

 Personal preference

Ex: Some college students choose to take courses in a variety of subject areas in order to get a broad education. Others choose to focus on a single subject area in order to have a deeper understanding of that area. Which approach to course selection do you think is better for students and why?

 Integrated Informative

 Reading (45 seconds), listening (long dialogue 70 seconds), speaking (30 seconds preparation, 60 seconds speaking) – campus situation

Ex: The man expresses his opinion of the university’s plan to eliminate the bus service. State his opinion and explain the reasons for holding that opinion.

 Reading, listening, speaking – academic

 Ex: Explain how the examples of tying shoes and learning to type demonstrate the principle of audience effects.

Integrated Argumentative

 Listening, speaking – campus situation

 Ex: The speakers discuss two possible solutions to the woman’s problem. Describe the problem and the two solutions. Then explain what you think the woman should do and why.
 Listening, speaking – academic

 Ex: Using points and examples from the talk, explain the two definitions of money presented by the professor.

4. TWE:  2 sections, 50 minutes

Independent topic (30 minutes)

Ex: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

   Always telling the truth is the most important consideration in any relationship.

   Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Integrated: reading, listening, writing (20 minutes)

Ex: Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to specifically explain how they answer the problems raised in the reading passage.

Content

Development (examples, details, reasons)

Organization

Appropriate and precise use of grammar,

Vocabulary

Mechanics (spelling, punctuation, capitalization, margin) 

(TWE only tests two types of writing, so it may narrow training in writing).
Alternative assessment: portfolios, journals, conferences and interviews, observations, self- and peer- assessment.

A rule of Thumb in designing English tests: including four skills.

MC

1. The distracters must be of equal length.

2. All of the above and none of the above are out.

3. The distracters must be of the same form as the correct answer.

4. Do not give away the right answer through grammatical cues.

Ex: an ___ man

5. The choices should be about the same level of difficulty.

  Ex: A. easy   B. blue   C. wise   D. sophisticated

6. Double check if there is more than one correct answer.

Vocabulary

1. Give the first letter, the last letter, and the inflections.

2. Do not design MC on Voc. test.  Ask Ss to write the words.

Conversation

1. Make sure that only context is tested.

2. Double check if there is more than one answer.

Grammar:

Test grammar in the context. 

Hilary: Where are you a) on       to?

                  b) in 

                  c) off 

                  d) out

Jane:  I’m just going to the shops.

Hilary: Could you a) post     this letter with you?

               b) take

c) bring 

               d) buy

Jane:  Yes, of course.
Hilary: And you’d better a) take        an umbrella.

                    b) to take

c) taking

                    d) took

Jane:  Why?

Hilary: Because it a) is going to rain.

               b) rained.

               c) was raining.

               d) rains.               (adapted from Harmer1987)

Matching

1. The choices must outnumber the questions by one or two items.
Translation

1. Do not distort Chinese.

2. Give hints if necessary.

Cloze

1. Leave the first and the last sentences intact.

2. If it is fill-in-the-blank, there could be more than one answer.

DON’TS in testing

1. Not a time to show off one’s English ability.
2. Do not arrange seats based on the score.

3. Do not call out students’ names from 100 down.

4. Do not write Chinese on reading comprehension texts.
5. Do not test what you haven’t taught.           
Errors and Problems in English Tests

字彙/單字測驗

1. 真的 ____________

2. 在…後面 ____________

3. 或許 ____________

4. 在那裡 ____________

5. 大的 ____________

6. 考試(卷) ____________

7. 打包______

8. 鋼琴______

9. 吻______

10 因此 ________

11. 機會 ________

12. 吸引我們的注意 ________

13. 街道 ________

14. 新的 ________

15. 可愛的 ________

16. 親愛的 ________

Suggestions:

Better test voc. in a context even if Ss have low English proficiency.
1. Traveling into space is an u       e experience.

2. Mary is so c____te to her friends. She always thinks about them.
3. My good friends are t     s to me.
4. There is a lot of interesting i_________ in the Internet. You can try it.

5. There are many c______ws and pigs on the farm.

6. I won’t go there for vacation but on b______ss.
7. Have you seen the l____t movie, Lust and Caution(色戒)? It’s so popular in all parts of the world.

8. What s_______s does your brother like? He likes playing basketball. 

9. It is such a difficult riddle that we have g______ the answer for more than one hour.

10. Teenagers sometimes make themselves in big t_______ because of their impolite behaviors. 

11t. The girl is very b_________.  Many boys like her.

Suggestions:

Do not write the sentence which is grammatically correct but sounds awkward and unauthentic.

Give the first letter and the last letter and the inflections and be consistent.

Watch out for more than one answer.
(  ) 1. 十顆牙齒 (1)three teeth  (2) ten teeth  (3)ten tooths

(  ) 2. 我上英文班 I _____ English lessons! (1)go up  (2) learn  (3)study  

(4) take

(  ) 3. When you travel to a _____ country, English is very useful for you.

      (A) foreign   (B) interesting   (C) busy   (D) honest
(  ) 6. Mr. Lin is an _______ person. We all like him. 

      (A) embarrassing   (B) exciting   (C) interesting   (D) strong

(  ) 7. 好噁「__ack」單字，第一個字母應該是(A) z  (B) r  (C)e  
Suggestions:

Do not test knowledge on other fields.

Always double check the answers.
克漏字 (Cloze) 10%
1. Kevin and Mary buy(買) a new cell phone. Let’s t_____y its function(功能).

2. Peter: I have to buy a pair of s_____s. They are too small.

  Mom: Let’s buy(買) one tonight.

3. Where is Amanda? She’s f_______g her cat in the garden.

Suggestions:

These are not Cloze.  These are Voc. tests.
文法選擇
1. (  ) Susan is very friendly. _________ everyone likes her so much.

      (A) However        (B) No wonder

      (C) But             (D) By the way

2. (  ) Larry is a nice boy. He helps his friends _______.

      (A) friendly     (B) nicely     (C) good     (D) nice
3. (  ) He didn’t go to work last week.

      (A) Tom happened to something.

      (B) Something happened Tom.

      (C) Tom happened something.

      (D) Something happened to Tom.
4. (  ) A: I have to make a call. Is there_______?

      B: Yes. There is one in the garden.

      (A) number   (B) cell phone   (C) ticket   (D) pay phone

5. (  ) A: Is your father a ______ player?

      B: Yes, he plays with Michael Jordan.
      (A) baseball   (B) basketball   (C) coach   (D) mailman

6. (  ) Linda: Two and seven is ______.

      Mom: You’re right.

      (A) number   (B) six   (C) nine   (D) answer
7. (  ) A: Who _____ tall and thin?

      B: Mary and John are.

     (A) does   (B) are   (C) am   (D) is

8. (  ) A: What_____ there in the garden?

       B: There are two trees in the garden.

     (A) are   (B) is   (C) do   (D) does

9. (  ) A: I have two tickets to the baseball game.

       B: ________.

      (A) Let’s go to the game together.   (B) Let me go to the game together

   (C) Where is the ticket?           (D) Where is the game?
10. (  ) A: Oops! Excuse me!     B:________.

      (A) Oops!   (B) It’s OK. Please.   (C) How nice!   (D) I’m so sorry.

11. (  ) Jade was too heavy. She did exercise and didn’t eat snacks _____ meals.

      (A) for   (B) when   (C) between   (D) in

12. (  ) Mr. Anderson’s little baby ____ his grandfather.

      (A) is named by   (B) is named with   (C) is named for   (D) is named after
13. 小英去德國觀賞世界盃足球賽。在觀賽時他應該最不可能聽到哪句話?

   (A) The team is super!   (B) Go, go, go!   (C) Have a zongzi.

14. 喜歡吃蛋糕的小強看到同學有好吃的巧克力蛋糕時，他會想說：

   (A) Me, too.   (B) Me, neither.   (C) How sweet!

15. My father _______ me to school every day. 

   (A) took   (B) dislikes   (C) saves   (D) meet
16. Ken is seldom going to see a movie. _______ his sister and brother. 

   (A) so will   (B) so is   (C) either will   (D) neither are

17. Kelly and you enjoy _______. 

   (A) yourself   (B) ourselves   (C) themselves   (D) yourselves 

18. It _______ Jerry a holiday in the South of Taiwan and had a good time last year. 

   (A) took   (B) takes   (C) cost   (D) spent
19. A: Would you like to go with me? B: No, I _______. 

   (A) don’t   (B) wouldn’t like   (C) wouldn’t like to   (D) would like not to

20. It _______ me 20 minutes to take the MRT to school everyday. 

   (A) spends   (B) spent   (C) took   (D) takes

21. Although he was old, ______ he was as strong as any young man here. 

   (A) yet   (B) but   (C) however   (D) therefore
22. I haven’t seen Alice ____ the piano until tonight. She is good at playing it. 

   (A) playing   (B) play   (C) plays   (D) to play
Suggestions:

Make sure that the questions are grammatical.
對話選擇/完成對話與句子

1. A: The ticket isn’t very expensive, is it? B:______________

  (A) No, it is cheap.           (B) No, it is great.

  (C) Yes, I bought it yesterday.   (D) Yes, it is not expensive.
2. A: Your cat is cool.

  B: ________.

  (A) Thanks.         (B) That’s OK.

  (C) Ha! Ha! Ha!.     (D) Oh, no!
4. A: ________.

  B: Wow, I didn’t know that.

(A) The day after Mothers’ Day is Tuesday. (B) January is the first month of a year.   (C) Sorry I didn’t go to the movies with you.   (D) Uncle Paul and Dad were classmates before.

5. A: I can’t go to the movie with you.

B:___________.

  (A) Of course.  (B) Why?  (C)Why not?  (D)Yes, I know.

6. A: Why didn’t you do the test well?

  B: ________________.

  (A) I hate reading. Reading is bored.  (B) Father asked me doing a lot of things.  (C)Yes, it is too hard.              (D)I was sick and that’s why.
8. A: Why? you are 20minutes late. How come you are so late?

  B: ________. A: Why didn’t you leave earlier?

  (A) I’ll be on time next time, I promise.  (B) I didn’t mean to keep you waiting.  (C)Don’t get angry. I am only ten minutes late.

(D)I was caught in a traffic jam.
9. A: Where do you suggest we meet next time?

   B: How about the main gate of Chung-shan Park?

   A: _________.

(A) That’s fine. See you later at the park. (B) I am longing to see you again.  (C)Can you make it there in twenty minutes without a car?

(D)It’s OK. But I prefer the usual place if you don’t mind.

10. A:_________

   B: In ten minutes.

   (A) How often does he come here?  (B) How long will he come back?

(C)How soon will he come back?   (D)When will he come back?

11. David: Jenny, you have done very well. I can’t think of a better woman for the job.

   Jenny: ________________.
   (A) Thank you, I like it.       (B) Thank you. I’m glad you like it.

(C) No, you can say that again.  (D) Oh, that’s nothing.

12. Waiter: Are you ready to order?

   Jim: __________.

   (A) Yes. Everything’s fine.       (B) Yes. Could I have the check, please? 

(C) Come back in a few minutes.  (D)I haven’t decided yet.

13. Tom: I had an X-ray picture taken yesterday and I seemed to see something flashing out of the machine.

   Jane: It’s impossible. ____________.

   (A) You’re lightheaded.  
(B) It shows that there is something wrong with your eyes.  
(C)You are daydreaming.  
(D)X-rays are invisible to our eyes.

14. Jane: Do I look all right?

   Curt: _______ you always do to me.

   (A) You are like a fashion model,       (B) You are beautiful.  
(C) Your beauty is beyond description;   (D) More than all right;

15. A: How old is Mary?     B:________________.

   (A) She is one years old.  (B) She is good.  (C)She is fine.  (D)She is eleven.
16. A: What are two and eight?    B:______________.

   (A) They are ten.  (B) It’s ten.  (C) They are nine.  (D) It’s eleven.

17. A: How was your weekend?     B:________________.

   (A) The weekend was too short.  (B) That’s all right.  
(C)We has much fun.           (D)I like it.

18. Everyone _____________.

   (A) have   (B) is  (C)is having  (D)has

19. ( (A) Thousand  (B) two thousands  (C)Thousands ) people will go to the game.
20. A: I saw an interesting film the other night.

   B: ___________.

   (A) I wish I could go with you.   (B) How could it be?  
(C) You did? What was it about?  (D)What a pity you didn’t ask me.

21. A: When did you come to Taiwan?     B: _______________.

   A: I asked when you came to Taiwan.   B: Oh, I see. I came here in 1985.

   (A) I’m sorry.  (B) Excuse me.  (C) Beg your pardon.  (D) What do you say?

22. Guest: Good morning. I am afraid that I am not very satisfied with the service at the hotel. For a start, ________.

   Manager: I am very sorry. It should have been cleaned up this morning. I will look into it.

   (A) the room was too clean        (B) my sheets were dirty  
(C) the room didn’t look very clean  (D) it was a bad morning
Suggestions:

Do not test grammar in a conversation teat.

Watch out for all the possible answers.

依提示作答

1. Are you a good student? (先肯定簡答，再詳答。)

2. Tom spent an hour doing his report. (在不更改原意下，將 “spent” 換成其他動詞改寫)

Suggestions:

Give Ss suitable hints.
請用英語寫出下列事實的數字答案。
1. 1年有幾個月? ________

2. 1天有幾小時? ________

3. 8月有幾日? ________

4. 水約在攝氏幾度結冰? ________

5. 幾歲以下的孩童須由家長陪同，才能觀看輔導及電影? ________

Suggestions:

Test English, not commonsense.

句子重組
1. Thursday  It  is

翻譯
1. Lisa太餓了以致於她吃了兩碗麵。

   Lisa was _____ hungry _____ she had(ate) two bowls of noodles.

2. 我可以借你我的制服只要你不要把它弄髒。

   I can lend you my _____ as ______ as you don’t get it _____.

3. 在Bill回家的路上，有沒有一位小男孩在洗車呢？

4. 他們在台灣居住多久了？大約兩千年。

5. 有些台灣的男孩甚至希望當他們長大時能夠成為職棒球員。

6. 我想成為世界上最受歡迎的作家，但我不確定我是否將能夠做得到。

7. 那個穿灰色毛衣的老人在你衝進餐廳並撞上他時傷的很嚴重。

8. 我和我弟弟去年種一些稻米和菜。

9. 速食很美味但是它不健康。

10. 台灣的人十分友善。

11. 我的朋友，Amy，以前不會說流利的中文，但是現她會。

12. 新年在一月一日。

13. 你要做的事只是去問氣象局。

14. 防止城市裡的噪音增加將花費每一個人的努力。

15. 我弟弟每天不看電視。

16. 真正的朋友經常互相幫助，當他們遇上麻煩的時候。

17. 那是一座早晨的公園。

18. 她正坐在沙發上，並在看電視。

19. 重要比賽的入場卷不容易被買到。

20. 在他們回台北的途中，他們拜訪在蘇澳的立克。

21. 我昨晚一點都沒睡覺?

22. 任何人都能做到他們真正想要做的任何事情，假如他們絕不放棄(People…)…。

23. 一天一個蘋果使醫生遠離。(就不用看醫生)

24. 不到一個上午的購物，我開始覺得累了。

25. 他在賣他的水果方面有越來越多的麻煩。

26. 那名小偷一看到警察，他就開始逃跑了。(as soon as)

27. 你不是記者？ 不，我是。

28. 我現在為你做點菜的動作.
Suggestions:

Never, ever, distort our own language!
英翻中

1. Me, too._______________________

2. Me, neither.____________________

3. How about Darbie?______________________

4. Let’s ask him.____________________

5. Let’s get some.___________________
1979年 日間部 20%
中譯英 
2. 「字典借用我一下好嗎？」 「不行。」小妹嘟著嘴說。

(A). Nothing doing.

(B). Not going.

(C). No bargaining.

(D). Don’t dream.
1980年日間部 20%
英譯中

4. Speaking the language the way you do, you can pass for a native.

(A). 聽你講話，別人會認為你是當地人。

(B). 你的語言才能勉強及格。

(C). 你的鄉音太重，人家一聽就知道你是外鄉人。

(D). 你的英文講得太好了，簡直可以冒充美國人。

1981年日間部 20%
中譯英 
5. You have to admit that he says makes perfect sense.

你得承認，他的話________。

1982年日間部 20%
中譯英

1. 約有150個學生，在昨天考試缺考。

About 150 students (were, absented, from, themselves) the sitting for yesterday’s 
examinations.

4. 約翰的車子，不幸偏偏在很偏僻的地方拋了錨。

John’s car (came, to, happen, had) break down on him in a most out-of the-way place.

1983年日間部 20%
中譯英 
1. 貧而無諂，不如富而好禮。
Errors in English Test Contest
1. By the way.
2. Are you a baseball player, right?
3. Mom is angry now.  ____ talk to her.
a. Please  b. Let’s  c. Don’t   d. Do
4. Anna is a good wife.  (change into a plural sentence.)

5. Mr. Carter is an interesting person, his jokes always make us laugh.

6. They can stop doing their homework, stop watching TV, stop playing basketball, but they just can’t stop surfing the Net.
7. The ___ is usually the place to watch TV in the house.

   a. kitchen  b living room   c. bathroom  d. study

8. Punctuation   ,  ..  --  “   Margin    

9. The highway is always full of cars coming home on Chinese New Year’s Eve in Taiwan.

10. Please hang up your coat in the closet.  Don’t just leave and put it on the bed.

11. Go to bed and take a rest noe.
12. Chinese students are usually afraid of making English ___.

   a. sofa  b. salt  c. sentences  d sugar

13. Mrs. Brown is Mr. Brown’s wife. (Translation)

14. When you eat in the restaurant , you can have the waiter help you with what you need.

15. Here are two . presents.

16. It said “The weather is sunny and hot” .

17. Can you come my house tomorrow?

18. Four hundred and six hundred is ___,

   a. one thousand  b two thousand  c five hundreds  d. ten hundreds

19. Amy wants to visit an junior high school here.
20. He was born in London in 1795 and started studying to a doctor when he was only fifteen.

21. Go to Park road, you’ll find the restaurant on your left.

22. People think riding a bike to school or office is an ___ sport and can save money.

   a. surprising  b. confusing   c. frightening   d. exciting

23. How boring a TV program!

24. You should borrow this book if you like.

25. a. wait  b. along  c. stay  d. see

   a. and  b. to     c. for    d. in

26. Most young people don’t use their money wisely, in fact, they usually waste it.

27. The store has a big sale today, there are many people shopping there.

28. It’s late and Mary doesn’t come home. 
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